
Social welfare 

 

Background 

Local authority funds been savagely cut over the past 10 years by a series of 

Central Government policies that have seen the budget slashed by 10% per 

year.    This has meant that local authorities have had to look at every service 

they provide and see what can be cut, reduced, re-commissioned and in every 

way removed from the population of each city and shire across England and 

Wales.  These austerity cuts have resulted in a reduction in the services that 

social care provide.  The eligibility criteria has gone up and the budget has 

gone down.  The burden of care has shifted from the state to family and 

voluntary/church sector.  

 

Aims 

https://policy.greenparty.org.uk/sw.html 

Social care is the umbrella that we keep in the cupboard for a rainy day, it 

protects us when adversity happens and is a fundamental right of a humane 

society.  It delivers meals on wheels, it supports people living with health and 

other disabilities, it steps in when families are struggling to bring up the next 

generation and it keeps gran safe if her children start to behave in 

unacceptable ways towards her.  For each and every one of us it is a crucial 

part of the contract we make as we pay our taxes each month and live in a 

society that values everyone regardless of their material contribution to the 

economy.  

Principles 

DISABLED PEOPLE 

“The Green Party has endorsed the social model of disability where there is a 

recognition that society has put up barriers which prevents disabled people 

with differing impairments from becoming and being full and active members 

of society.” 

https://policy.greenparty.org.uk/sw.html


CHILDREN 

“All children should be treated with respect and given full opportunity with 

whatever support may be required to live in a caring and nurturing 

environment. “ SW300 

“All services for children need to be holistic and integrated, recognising both 

the needs of the child and their families and carers.” 

OLDER PEOPLE 

“Ageism is rife in our society.   To those over 50 our society seems to be 

designed and organised for the needs and benefit of youth.”  SW400 

CARERS 

“Unpaid carers play a vital role in supporting disabled people, olderpeopleand 

people suffering from ill health.  Their contribution must be recognised and 

they must be properly supported, otherwise their own health and the health of 

the people they are caring for will suffer. “ SW900 

Strategies and policies  

To revoke the Health and Social Care Act 2012 

Reverse the privatisation of services for the population of the city.  Work more 

closely with Hants CC and Portsmouth CC to enable economies of scale for the 

services provided.  

To remove charges for residential and day care services for all residents in the 

city.  

To ensure Carers in Southampton and any companies providing support to 

carers are sufficiently funded to do the role expected of them.  

Challenge any further budget cuts to social welfare services.  Ensure all 

providers follow sustainable policies in their working practices.  

Medium term goals 

To review contracts awarded to providers to ensure they:   

1. Provide value for money   



2. Have the help and support they need to deliver in the city 

3. Have underpinning green goals to enable them to operate in a non-

polluting way in the city   

Longer term goals 

For all services to be carbon neutral 

Establishment of citizen income for all residents of the city. 

 


